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with it, the English Church was to compromise
its principles by friendship with Nestorians
and Monophysites. In Newman's eyes this
meant that the Church could not be trusted ;
Pusey was content to think that though
its chiefs were taking a wrong course, the
Church's character was unaffected by their
policy.                           *

While Newman was thus being shaken
in his confidence, he was being led (in great
measure by headstrong followers) towards
Rome. The first step was that taken in the
famous Tract Ninety. In it he argued that
the Thirty-nine Articles, strictly construed,
did not contradict the official teaching of
the Roman Church as formulated in the
sixteenth century, and therefore were not a
barrier against union, which lie desired. His
argument, as we now see, was valid. The
Articles were carefully drawn so as not to
exclude the moderate majority of their
period; those whom they alienated were
the zealots of the Roman and Puritan ex-
tremes. But they had come in popular
esteem to be regarded as a proclamation of
principles hostile to Rome. Men were preju-
diced, and had not the knowledge of history
needed to counteract the prejudice. After
the publication of the Tract, early in 1841,